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than in his reijjn. I It; was the best King wo have had from his time till the rei^n of his present Majesty, except James the Second, who was a very jjood King1, but unhappily believed that it was necessary for the salvation of his subjects that they should be Roman Catholicks. //<• had the merit of endeavouring to do what he thought was for the salvation of the souls of his subjects, till he lost a great Empire. JIV, who thought that we should not be saved if we were Roman Catholicks, had the merit of maintaining our religion, at the expen.ee of submitting ourselves to the government of King William1, (for it could not be done otherwise,) -to the government of one of the most worthless scoundrels that ever existed. No; Charles the Second was not such a man as • -, (nanu'nj,'; another King), He did not destroy his father's will', lie took money,
reward of loyally; IK* lived and died neglected,' Hawkins (/.//••, p. 51) guvs that In1 heard Johnson ' speak of Dr. I lodges who. in the height, of tlu1 (ireat Plague of i(>(>$, continued in London, and was almost, tin-only one of his profession that had the courage to oppose his art to the Bpreudin^ of the contagion, h, was his hard fate, a short lime alter, to die in prison for debt in Ludgate. Johnson related this to us with the. tears ready to start from his eyes ; and, with great energy, said, " Such a man would not have been sutiered to perish in the.se times.""
1 Johnson in 1744 .said that William III 'was arbitrary, insolent, gloomy, rapacious, ;uul brutal; that he was at all limes disposed to play tlu* tyrant; thai he had, neither in ^jivat, things nor in small, the manners of n gentleman; that he was capable of ^ainin^ inunry by mean artifices, and that he only rcgaided his promise when it wa;i his interest to keep it,' //Wvh, vi.n. Nearly lorry years lalrr, in I UN I,(ft" of Ktnw (//>. vii. 4<»K), he aimed a Jine stroke at thai King, ' The fashion of tlu* time/ he wrote,'was to urnnmilate upun Lewis nil that run nuHc horrour and detestation ; and whatever good win withheld from him, that it might not be thrown away, wan l»*NUiwe.<l upon KinK William.' Vet in the /J/f t>f i'nw u'f>, vim 4) he allowed him great merit. ' lib whole life had been action, mid none, ever denied him the. resplendent qualities of steady rc'suiutum arul p«rawml coura^t!/ S«e liiiswell's tft't>r'itft-st Sept. .14. ty'/j.
8 'The fact of Mippre.tsjng the will in indubitably true,'wrote Horace Walpole (/.*•//*•/\v, vii. 14^*. ' When the news urrive<! of the death of George I, my father rarried the account from Lord Townshend to the then 1'riwe. of Wales. The Council met as .soon as possible.
indeed.
